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o .Aprrl 27 2015

o TO: US Senator Stabenow US Senator Peters US Congressman Upton Govemor Snyder State Senatorf': S

B ) .O Brlen State Representatlve Hoadley, Kalamazoo Mayor Hopewell S

_'Dear [Elected Offclal]

o .Thank you for your ongomg 1nterest in restormg and mamtammg ecologlcal balance in the Kalamazoo L

"' River watershed. We at the Kalamazoo River Cleanup Coalition ask for your help in sécuring ariswers to

- . questions about the presumably forthcommg amended Feasibility Study for clearup of the former Allied: - E |
- .. Paper, Superfund site iii: Kalamazoo Asthe. Envrronmental Protectlon Agency moves closer toaRecord TR
-7~ of Decision for the Allied site; we seek your ‘commitment to énsure that relevant agen01es at the federal PR

R state and local level w1ll address our ongomg coricerns and questrons

As you know only total removal of all contammants from the srte wrll best promote ecologlcal
-~ restoration, ‘public | health improvement, socral justice, and economic. growth in the Kalamazoo area
: .'However we understand that the EPA may elect. for'a “waste in place” optron glven the srgmﬁcant

fmancral costs of presented in: the complete removal of all contammants

: : - If the EPA does not pursue total removal of all contarnmants from the s1te we have several s1gn1ﬂcant
.- concerns about the future of the site and the surroundmg environmenit. With help from our board,- _
IRMERE communlty resrdents and subject matter experts, we have developed alist of questions that fall 1nt0 ﬁve_ .

. broad categories of concern: stakeholder representat1on in the process of amendmg the draft Feasibility - i o )

. o Study, the protectlve standard used for. choosing among the F ea51b111ty Study options;; ‘the long-term -
" 'monitoring, maintenance, and indemnity of the site; what the EPA’s experience of other sites; over the

R long-term, suggests for the safety of this s1te and the 1mpact of the actual cleanup process on the

- ' .'nelghbormg resrdentlal communlty

AN .Stakeholder Representatlon

Are local stakeholders adequately represented in the ongozng feaszbllzty study? Res:dents?
Nezghborzng property owners? Elected oﬁ’iczals? Sczenttﬁc communzty? Publzc health ofﬁczals?

S i _Protectlve Standard

: If the EPA s elects in lts Record of Deczszon one of the waste 1n-place optzons what safeguards
2 will it provzde fo protect the human health of Kalamazoo Czty drmkmg water customers and drea

o 5 reszdents? The ecosystem7 E
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, If the EPA s selected option makes any part of the slte avazlable Sfor pubhc use, what level of * clean "
- LS. acceptable in those areas of the szte? o : . .

_ If the EPA’s selected optzon makes any part of the site available for pubhc use, how wzll pubhc use of |
' the site affect the contaznment of contamznants at the site? '

If the EPA’s Record 'of Decision does not include total removal of contaminants, what assurance do
. we have (if any) that contaminants will not penétrate the upper aquifer under the site? Based upon

what scientific evidence?If any contaminant waste is stored at the site Jor an zndeﬁnzte period of time,

what.is- the estzmated rzsk of onsite storage compared to equtvalent” storage ina TSCA land[fill?. ?

Long-Term Momtormg, Costs, Ownershlp, and Indemmty

- Will the EPA fund zts preferred optlon entzrely wzth funds from the bankruptcy trust, or are addztzonal o |
funds necessary? . "

' If addztzonal funds are necessaljy, what sources wzll EPA pursue?

What is the long-term plan for ownersth and control of the Site once the EPA completes its. remedzal '
actzvztzes? Lol . _ _ S

- Who is responszble for long—term momtorzng at the szte once the EPA completes zts remedzal
actzvztles? ' : : : :

: W_hat is the estimated cost for' long-term mo'n'itor'ing'at the s_ite and who will- pay?

" What is the plan for long—term monztormg at the site to ensure that contamlnants areé contazned on o
site? ' o

_ If and when future adverse human health effects from the contamznants occur or are zdentzﬁed who is -
legally responszble for medzcal costs and damages? : : : :

- After EPA removes the szte ﬁom the National Przorztles List, who wzll be responszble should stored
contamination there ngrate to the surface into the creek or into the upper aquzfer and require
further remediation? . .

- Ifany portzon of the site.is redeveloped and sold toa prtvate owner, wzll any publzc agency lndemmfy '
: the new owner agalnst posstble liability stemmzng Jfrom pre existing contamination? :

Context of Other Superfund Sltes

" Are there any Superfund sites in the Unzted State where the EPA left ”waste in place” in an area
directly above an aquzfel used for municipal drlnkzng water? - :

Are there any Superfund sites in the United State where the EPA Ieft “waste in place m an area
where contaminants later migrated out of the zntended landfill?



i 2_';-'_-Nuisan'ce Tmpact

' :_1 : :.'If the EPA selects a waste in place optton that requzres contammated sozl to be plled up, wzll thls
- create a. publtc eyesore? What characterzstlcs wzll be vzszble from the road? From nezghbormg
S pr opertles? S : AR R Pl :

_ o Whatever optzon the EPA selects how wzll the remedzatzon process dlSl upt the szte? The - :
AR 3_'surround1ng area? The entire czty? How does this, antzczpated dzsruptzon compare 0 the antlczpated
T dzsruptzon that woula' result ﬁ'om total removal? o : S

We and the c1tlzens of Kalamazoo need your help in obta1n1ng answers to these questlons before the
" EPA’s cleanup optlon selectlon process is too far. along for us to. prov1de meamngful 1nput on the

o 'p0551ble optlons for the s1te We have been askmg these quest1ons for a long t1me and ‘we: can t wa1t any L o
'-'__longer R : . . .

o Please contact Gary Wager KRCC Executlve Drrector at glwager@gmall com at your earllest

-~ convenience to conﬁrm your commitment to- seekmg answers to these issues,-or to commumcate any
o _'questlons or concerris that you might have about this request ‘The. All1ed Paper Inc./Portage .-

Creek/Kalamazoo Rlver Superfund Site has burdened our communlty for decades and as the EPA N

* moves closer to issuing a Record of Decrsron we need to stand together to make sure that Kalamazoo s S

o ,'best 1nterests are fully represented

e -Thank you for your attentlon to thls matter.- | B

L '_'DenrseM Keele o

o _Smcerely, - .' L SR

A

.:'-:_GaIyWager L
s Execut1ve Dlrector KRCC

. Pres1dent of the Board of Drrectors KRCC'; " _. |





